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Key facts

Population (2023): 1.522.825
Territory (sq. km): 11.983
Regional GDP (2022) (€): 45.100

Educational provision in Upper Austria

As of 2022/23, Upper Austria had 1,046 schools
and 201,847 students (Statistik Austria, 2023a,
2023b). That amounts to 17.4% of all Austrian
students and 17.7% of all Austrian schools
(ibid., own calculations).

As of 2022, the share of people under the age
of 20 in Upper Austria was at 19.2%, slightly
above the national average of 18.3% (Statistik
Austria, 2023d, p. 134).

As far as educational expenditures are
concerned, Upper Austria as region and its
municipalities spent a total of €1,876.43
million on education (21.8% of all regional
and local expenditures) in 2021 (Statistik
Austria, 2023e, own calculations). For a more
nuanced picture of educational spending, see
the figure below.
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Learning outcomes in Austria

In the scientific debate, we can find three prevailing

perspectives on learning outcomes:

Competencies: One key political agenda revolves around
digitalization and the knowledge and competencies

required to accomplish it.

Employability: Educational and training programs within
and without schools are centrally focused on the

employability of (young) adults

Labour Shortages: In Austria, sector-specific labour
shortages (e.g., in healthcare and service sectors) have

become a key issue in academic and medial debates.

Socio-economic characteristics of Upper Austria

Upper Austria has one of the lowest shares of non-nationals
and foreign-born persons, respectively, in the country. As
opposed to the university region/city Vienna, its educational and
labour market landscapes are more characterised by an
industrial orientation. However, its regional economic output
as of 2022 is only middling compared to other Austrian
regions at 45,100 PPS per capita, yet still well above the EU27
average (Eurostat, 2023a).

In spite of the, nationally relatively middling regional economy,
Upper Austria resembles a comparably safe socioeconomic
environment. It has the lowest (reliable) at-risk-of-poverty-
rate of the country (3-year-average 2020-23: 10%; Statistik
Austria, 2023f). In line with its industrial focus, Upper Austria has
had one of the highest Austrian shares of young adults (aged
25-34) with vocational educational attainment, well above the
EU27-average, but it has also had a small share of young adults
with higher education, slightly below-EU27-average (Eurostat,
2023c). Lastly, Upper Austria has the one of the best labour
market integrations of young adults after completing school
in Austria (Eurostat, 2023d).

In Upper Austria, learning outcomes are mostly centred around

VET and good labour market integration.




Regional performance

In terms of learning outcomes, Upper Austria has one
of the lower Austrian regional share of early school
leavers at 7.4% in 2022, which was below the EU27
average of 9.6% (Eurostat, 2023e). The Upper Austrian
NEET rate among 15-29-year-olds was also among the
lowest in Austria in 2022 at 7.1%, well below the EU27
average (Eurostat, 2023f). In terms of labour market
integration of young adults (aged 15-34), Upper Austria
had the second-highest employment rate after
completing school at 87.1% in 2022, which was almost
13 percentage points above-EU27-average (Eurostat,
2023g). Labour market integration after school was
particularly good for young adults with vocational
training at 91.8% (highest in Austria for this group),
also well above the EU27 average (ibid.). Moreover,
labour market integration over all educational
attainment levels immediately after school (1-3 years
after) was also good in 2022 at 86.8%, again far ahead
of the EU27 average (ibid.).

Overall, it is fair to assume that Upper Austria
performs in comparison to other Austrian regions
and even better against the European average.

Policy challenges

To fully integrate young people
living in disadtvantaged social
conditions

To expand formal recognition

pathways for informal skills inclusive

To align VET skills with labour
market demands in the
knowledge economy
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To make VET programs more
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