
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The educational system in AML is well-

established, encompassing a variety of 

educational institutions that cover all levels of 

education. According to national statistics 

(refer to Education in Figures 2023), AML 

boasts a total of 2600 public schools providing 

formal education across different levels (see 

figure below). Additionally, adult education is 

facilitated through a network of 55 Qualifica 

Centers. The significance of educational 

provision in the region is further emphasized 

by the considerable number of enrolled 

students (constituting 31% of Portuguese 

students) and teaching staff (comprising 

27.8% of the national percentage). AML is also 

home to esteemed higher education 

institutions, including the University of 

Lisbon, along with several polytechnic 

institutes and vocational schools. The region 

accommodates various international schools 

to meet the educational needs of diverse 

communities. 
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Key facts 

Population (2021): 2 883.645 

Territory (sq. km): 3.015 

Regional GDP (2022) (€): 36.100 

Learning outcomes in Portugal 

Skills and competences are largely uniform across 

Portugal. 

Competences and skills are seen not only as 

professional tools, but also as important features 

for active citizenship. Learning outcomes are 

meant to enhance education, training, 

employability and enable quick requalification. 

The Bologna process and, more recently, the 

introduction of learning outcomes at the end of 

compulsory schooling, and also for each subject in 

basic and secondary education, have led Portugal 

into a new educational paradigm with the goal to 

increase the educational system’s quality and 

equity.  

Socio-economic characteristics of AML 

51% of the foreign population resides in the country and some 

neighbourhoods have serious challenges related to poverty, 

social exclusion, and discrimination. 

Educational provision in AML 

Statistically, AML is considered both NUTS2 and NUTS3 region, 

which has impact on the availability and comparability of the 

local and regional data. The AML region is an increasingly 

important destination for technology and innovation, with 

a significant number of companies with a high degree of 

technology and research and development. 

Despite its economic success, AML faces notable social 

challenges, including economic inequality, poverty, 

housing affordability issues, and low-income families, 

particularly evident in the suburbs and peripheral areas of 

Lisbon. According to the "Economia de Lisboa em Números 

2022" report, the poverty rate in Lisbon is around 20%, which is 

higher than the national average. 

The region experiences a concerning rate of youth 

unemployment, with a particular focus on individuals aged 16 

to 24, reaching a rate of 26.3% in 2021 (see Contexto 

Monitorização AML 2014-2021). 
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Further reading 

Policy challenges 

To ensure housing affordability

To decrease wage inequalities

To address the mismatch 
between public education 

supply and individual demand

To reduce youth 
unemployment rates

The education sector in AML is highly 

developed, offering a diverse range of 

educational options, both public and private, 

from basic to higher education. AML has a 

highly qualified population, with over a 

quarter of its residents having higher education. 

The region is also a hub for various research and 

development (R&D) activities, with R&D 

expenses reaching 1.7% of the regional GDP. 

With a substantial number of students enrolled 

in higher education. It's noteworthy that AML 

has the highest percentage of post-secondary 

education, specifically in Technological 

Specialization Courses (CET), in Portugal. 

In the business sector, AML stands out with 

382,504 companies, including a significant 

number engaged in high technology and R&D. 

The region excels in attracting foreign 

investment, with the establishment and 

expansion of various multinational companies. 

Additionally, it serves as a crucial hub for 

international trade, contributing significantly 

to national exports and imports. 

Source: Eurostat, 2023 


